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ADAM Newsletter is published quarterly to disseminate ADAM activities 

to inform its members, supporters, partners and donors.  

Thank you 2018 and Welcome 2019 

As the year come to an end it is crucial that ADAM as a family gives you a 

review in a form of end of the year newsletter, to not only reflect on 

what a prosperous and eventful year it has been. The current board of 

directors has been in place for the last ten months, during this time many 

mile stones have been achieved.  The new board took over at a time 

when ADAM was going through major financial and structural challenges. 

Since April 2018 we have expanded the membership by focusing on 

creating a united African team working together to unite everyone in the 

diaspora. This is no easy task. The number of people working and visiting 

the office has increased. One of the first things the current board did 

after coming into office was to commission a full audit of ADAM finances 

in order to understand what ADAM’s  financial position was. 

Community Mobilization, 2018 

In May we had a very successful Community Mobilization, a gathering of 

Nations of a sort in which over 175 members from the African Diaspora 

participated to tell ADAM what the community wants ADAM to do and 

not Adam telling the community what to do. We discussed major 

bottlenecks and challenges affecting our community, such as Education 

and credential recognition, parenting and challenges of raising families in 

a duel culture. Language challenges and the lack of culturally appropriate 

programming for new comers particularly from Africa. Lack of culturally 

appropriate programs for the youth was also identified. 

In June we had reflected on the community mobilization and put 

together several outstanding reports from funders and community 

partners. 
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Canada Day Celebration, 2018  

In July we conducted a very successful Canada day event African style at the Halifax waterfront. It was a 

celebration of Canada day with a twist; it comprised African music, drumming, food and dance. We were truly 

overwhelmed as over 6000 -10,000 people from different parts of Canada came and enjoyed the event.  
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Happy Campers at Nova Scotia Camp SOAR, 2018   

The goal of this project was to give African and refugee children the chance to get out of home and the city and 

refreshed in the great Canadian wilderness that gives them the experience of lifetime. 
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During their stay at this camp kids were enjoyed with each other and the outdoor activities. After the great 

adventure all of them returned home safely.  

ADAM would like to thanks the project partner, children families, children, camp staff employee and ADAM 

volunteers for their support during this FUN and memorable event.  
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Board Members Retreat  

In September, 2018 we had a new board training and strategic planning retreat at the Inn on the Lake. Due to a 
number of resignations from the board, a recruiting drive was initiated. As a result two new members joined the 
board and these new board members are Mustaf and James. The board would like to thank all the board members 
who resigned therefore could not continue due to personal commitments. We appreciate all you have done to 
make ADAM what it has become. When a board is cohesive and committed, it often creates a contagious energy 
within itself. That’s exactly what happened in the last few months with the arrival of 2 new members on the ADAM 
board members. As a result, our Board now boasts a stronger African community profile and one that is more 
representative of Africa’s diversity. From the outset, the board members have demonstrated their commitment to 
the diaspora community. As public stewards, they are also keenly conscious of the needs and demands by the 
African-Canadian Community’s responsibilities towards society as a whole. In this regard, the Board continues to 
show the kind of intelligence and wisdom in governance that is expected of them, now more than ever at the 
community level.  

 

 

 
ADAM Strengthen Community Services  

 
The board has played a key role in monitoring the sound management of the public funds entrusted to the 
Association. It ensures the governance of the board is dynamic, responsible and transparent.  
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The board members closely monitor the strategic work underway within the organization, especially in terms of 
how well we are delivering on our major commitments. In particular, they recognize the importance of 
strategically and responsibly managing the Association’s additional funds and then being accountable for the 
impact of its investment in the community through the use of reliable performance indicators. Our members have 
also played a major role during the Association’s relocation to our newly renovated offices. It would not have been 
possible to achieve this without community support which was rendered by highly dedicated members of the 
Association. 

 
ADAM Moved to New Office  

 
In September we embarked on a move to a new and bigger office space with 7 new offices, a large board room and 

training or community space. After extensive renovations carried out by ADAM board members and volunteers, 

ADAM has 3,500 square feet Multipurpose African Centre to welcome all Africans from the diaspora. Renovations 

were carried out by community volunteers who as a matter of fact saved the organization over $15,000 in labour 

costs. 2 Office spaces are now available for rent and community space is also available for meetings or social 

events. We are on the move! Ain’t no stopping us now! Our special thanks go to Dr. Patrick Kakembo, Mr. 

Kwamena Aidoo, ADAM board members and all those volunteers who showed up and tirelessly dedicated their 

precious time to do the work and make our new location a remarkable comfortable home. Please make an effort 

to visit your new offices. 

New Immigrants Arrived From Ethiopia and Kenya  

Having worked tirelessly for the past three months, ADAM finally welcomed 41 new comers from Africa under its 

sponsorship. ADAM received $53,600 in Settlement and integration allowances for these new comers. We also 

received huge amounts of clothing and furniture donated by well-wishers and also a cheque for $736.59 from the 

Mali Association to help us with resettlement work. This is important to mention because it’s one of a kind we 

have strengthened our partnership and collaboration with churches, organizations like ISANS, IMWA & NSOI etc. 

As we are all aware, it is always a big challenge whenever one of us arrives in Canada for the first time. There are 

so much that needs to be done in order to make our brothers and sisters resettlement seamless. Let’s all continue 

to come together and help in any way we can. The new arrivals need your help even a just a phone call can make 

one feel welcome. We continue to accept donations in any form. These can be dropped off at the office or picked 

up. Please call the office. 902 404 3670. 

The board members continue to actively seek opportunities to benefit ADAM. Recently, through Hana’s leadership 

and substantive work as a board member and president of the of the Eritrean Canadian Association of Nova Scotia, 

was able to secure over $27,000 worth of Bus Passes for our brothers and sisters who recently arrived from Africa. 

This generality was in partnership with ISANS and the Metro Transit. Bravo Hana!! As we go to press, there are 

currently two projects in progress.  
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Sexual Violence Prevention and Support Project 

These are the Sexual Violence Prevention and Support, a project targeting our youth between the ages of 14-24. 

The project will draw on the Afrocentric teachings of self-determination and responsibility, by working with Black 

males’ youth through sports with a “Big brother” mentor. We will engage these young men in a 12 week program 

that will challenge patriarchal, racist and sexist ideals. If you are a member of African community please call the 

office for more information.  

 

Train the Trainer  

Another project is “Train the Trainer” A project that will train 5 members of our community on how to handle 

hazardous chemicals. This project is being funded by Health Canada.   
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Thank You for Your Generosity! 

We would be doing injustice if we did not mention the generosity Feed Nova Scotia is rendering to our community 

particularly towards the new arrivals. Feed Nova Scotia will give 30 families of ADAM Christmas gift of 

Turkey/chicken packed with other produce such as potatoes. They will drop the items at ADAM office during the 

morning hours on Dec. 21st 2018. Volunteers would be needed to help. Please contact the office to offer 

assistance.  

Happy Holiday Season!  

The Holiday season is upon us and for those who celebrate Christmas and New Year ADAM wishes you a safe, 

merry Christmas and a happy new year.  

May your New Year arrive with hope, and a full bag of peace and blessings; Have a prosperous and 
healthy New Year! 

 

We welcome your suggestions and contributions to ADAM & the ADAM Newsletter. 

Thanks for reading! We Hope you Enjoyed! 

 

This newsletter is published by the African Diaspora Association of the Maritimes (ADAM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


